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Abstract

According to the World Trade Organization research, 95% of the world's
companies are small and medium-sized enterprises, accounting for 60% of the total
global employment. However, SMEs face many obstacles when seeking to participate
in international trade, resulting in the participation of such enterprises in international
trade is still limited. Related reasons include lack of relevant skills, lack of knowledge
of international markets, non-tariff barriers, onerous regulations and border procedures,
and limited access to trade finance. In order to help small and medium-sized enterprises
play a more active role in world trade, the World Trade Organization and the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation have sought ways to assist members in a multilateral
framework to promote small and medium-sized enterprises to participate in global trade.
In addition, when countries are negotiating bilateral or regional trade agreements, in
order to expand the scope of trade issues and deepen normative standards, they also
include relevant provisions to regulate the trade of small and medium-sized enterprises,
strengthen bilateral or intra-regional trade of small and medium-sized enterprises, and
supplement the lack of multilateral norms. In the first phase of Taiwan-U.S. 21st
Century Trade Initiative negotiations between my country and the United States, the
issue of SMEs was included, which shows the importance of SME trade issues under
the bilateral or regional trade framework.

This article attempts to discuss how countries deal with the issue of trade barriers
for SMEs under regional trade agreements, or regulate the mechanism for promoting
SME trade. First, discuss the importance of SMEs to international trade and the
difficulties and challenges they face from the WTO multilateral trading system's
response to and regulation of SMEs' participation in international trade issues; and then
discuss the regulations on SMEs under regional trade agreements Classification and
analysis of the content and nature of the regulation; finally, taking the Taiwan-US 21st
Century Trade Initiative negotiation between my country and the United States as an
example, examine the problems that SMEs may face when negotiating bilateral or
regional trade agreements, and the form of regulation possible impact on content.

Keywords: micro, small and medium-sized enterprises, regional trade agreements,
WTO, trade barriers, SME provisions, SME cooperation
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